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Upcoming Events
Remember those00 who gave it all on this Memorial Day!

June 13-14  Arlington Gem and Mineral Show, Grapevine Convention Center

June 27-28 East Texas Gem and Mineral Show, Tyler Rose Garden Center
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Contacts

President Roy Cooper 254-749-9961 Treasurer John Hillman

coopersfarmstore@yahoo.com hillmanjohn316@gmail.com

Secretary Stephanie Robert
stephanierr6l@gmail.com
Vice-President Scott Halvorson

254-424-8829

Baylordad312@gmail.com

Newsletter John Langston
Website www.wacogemandmineral.org

johnjkbear@aol.com . ) )
Club email wacogemandmineralclub@gmail.com

June birthstones: Alexandrite, Pearl, Moonstone

Alexandrite is the rare variety of the mineral chrysoberyl that changes color in different lighting. Most
prized are those alexandrite birthstones that show a vivid green to bluish green in daylight or fluorescent
light, and an intense red to purplish red in incandescent light. Major alexandrite deposits were first
discovered in 1830 in Russia’s Ural Mountains. The gem was named after the young Alexander Il (1818—
1881), heir apparent to the throne. Alexandrite caught the country’s attention because its red and green
colors mirrored the national military colors of imperial Russia.
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Pearl, the enchanting June birthstone originates from oceans, lakes and rivers around the world. It is a
timeless wardrobe staple, beloved by women of all ages. The origin of pearls fascinated our forebears.
Ancients from the Middle East believed that pearls were teardrops fallen from heaven. The Chinese
fancied that the June birthstone came from the brain of a dragon. Christopher Columbus and his
contemporaries thought that mollusks formed pearls from dew drops.

Moonstone is the best-known gem of the feldspar group of minerals. It is renowned for its adularescence,
the light that appears to billow across a gemstone, giving it a special glow. The finest moonstones show a
blue sheen against a colorless background. This June birthstone has been associated with both the
Roman and Greek lunar deities. Hindu mythology claims that it is made of solidified moonbeams.
Moonstone is often associated with love, passion and fertility; it is believed to bring great luck.

See more at: https://www.gia.edu/birthstones

Waco 66" Annual Gem and Mineral Show, May 2, 3, 2026!

. we had almost 850 tickets/attendees at the show. | talked to several vendors, and they were all very pleased with the
show. Two specially said it was their best show ever.” Scott Halvorson

Pictures courtesy pf Kenny and Kathy Aydt








































Notes

The editor requests news items from any member to be included in the Gritty Greetings.  Deadline
for submissions is the 20" day of the month. Contributions to the newsletter are encouraged. Name
Tags:

It is great that we feed the pig at our meetings because we don’t have or have lost or forgotten our
nametags to drop a dollar in the pig. The money from the pig goes toward our Scholarship program, and
we really do appreciate every dollar or more. However, if you need a name tag you can purchase them at
the businesses below!

Waco Gem & Mineral Club nametags are available at Print Mart, 202 Deb (behind AutoNation
Chevrolet). Cost with a pin back is $8.00 (with tax $8.66), and with a magnet back is $11.00 ($11.91). or at
Award Specialties at 431 Lake Air Dr.

Club Dues:

Annual Waco Gem and Mineral Club dues are $12.00 for an individual membership or $20.00 for a
family membership. Please check with John Hillman if you aren’t sure whether you’ve paid your Dues!

Shop Fees:

Lapidary Workshop fee is $2.00 per hour. Slab Saw fee is an additional $2.00 per hour. Class fees are always
dependent upon class and instructor.

The Waco Gem and Mineral Club is a member of the South-Central Federation of Mineral Societies and
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month
(except July and September) at 10:00 a.m. at the Waco Gem and Mineral Club Clubhouse, 187 South
McLennan Drive in EIm Mott, Texas. The lapidary workshop is in the clubhouse.

Our website is www.wacogemandmineral.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WacoGemAndMineralClub

Club Purpose
*  to bring about a close association of those persons interested in earth science and lapidary arts
* toincrease and disseminate knowledge about rocks, minerals, fossils, Indian artifacts and other geological materials
* toencourage lapidary art and the collection and exhibition of rocks, minerals, fossils and artifacts
* to conduct field trips, meetings, lectures, displays and an annual show for the edification of the public

* to cooperate with educational and scientific institutions and other groups in increasing knowledge and popular
interest.
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