GRITTY GREETINGS

Waco Gem and Mineral Club
Volume 67, Issue 4, April, 2026 P.O. Box 8811, Waco, TX 76714-8811
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Upcoming Events

April7  Monthly meeting at clubhouse, 10 AM. This is our Pre-show preparation meeting.
April 25 Last pre-show meeting for details and distributing yard signs.

April 11-12 Fiesta of Gems, San Antonio

April 17-19 Alpine Gem and Mineral Show

April 24-26  Texas Mineral and Fossil Show, Conroe

May 2-3 Waco Gem and Mineral Show Set-up, May 1%
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Contacts

President Roy Cooper 254-749-9961 Treasurer John Hillman

coopersfarmstore@yahoo.com hillmanjohn316@gmail.com

Secretary Stephanie Robert
stephanierr6l@gmail.com

Vice-President Scott Halvorson

254-424-8829

Baylordad312@gmail.com

Newsletter John Langston
Website www.wacogemandmineral.org

johnjkbear@aol.com . ) )
Club email wacogemandmineralclub@gmail.com

Minutes, March 7, 2026

1. Registration
2. Callto order
3. Introduce and Welcome visitors and new members : Lindsey, who is starting silver smith class with Bob
Boyd
4. Collect for scholarship fund _ $1.00 for not wearing name tag Name tags can be ordered at Print Mart,
202 Deb, or Award Specialties, 431 Lake Air Dr
5. Minutes of previous meeting accepted as printed in Gritty Greetings
6. Treasurers Report: bills are all paid,
7. Dues are due- 12.00 individual, 20.00 family.
We have some revenue from the sale of some equipment, and expenses for new saw blades and
postcards for show promotion.
Rent is up to $700.00, be on the lookout for potential club house for meetings and shop equipment.
8. Committee Reports:

April meeting, and the Saturday before the show: preparation for the show

May: The Show. We need volunteeers.
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June: Field Trip Safety

July: ice cream social

Field trip committee- we got a very nice thank you note from the Royals who own the farm where we
hunted rocks in February, and we are welcome to come again.

John Hillman proposed a rock hunt/picnic at his and his son’s ranch North of Gatesville.

Show Committee- The April meeting will be getting ready for the show:

Amanda K. And Linda Hill are in charge of the children’s area.- tarp and kiddie pool for fossil dig,
Need to clean and organize the Spinning Wheel

Instead of passing out free fossils to 12 and under, give then a free ticket for the fossil dig

We need fossils etc. for the fossil dig

We will be selling tickets for the wheel and the fossil dig.

Marlyn Whitney has donated polished rocks.

We need more decent material for silent auction, and Buy-it-Now table, and 4 to 5 good pieces for raffle. We
voted to not provide food for vendors during the show, the Lee Lockwood Library will have their concessions
open.

We will have water and snacks available on Friday May 1% for the set up.

We need to work on sorting, labeling, and boxing items for each area.

** There will be a Meeting Saturday April 25 for last minute details and to pick up yard signs. **

Show set up is Friday May 1%,
8. Old business: consider volunteering to take over the Secretary position,  and John would really like for
someone to take over the news letter.
Please keep an eye out for a place to move our club house/shop.
9. New business: None

10. Other- None



March birthstone: Diamond

*  You probably already know of the diamond’s toughness. In fact, it’s the hardest gemstone and is
made of just one element: carbon.

* Its structure makes it 58 times harder than anything in nature. A diamond can only be scratched by
another diamond. While it’s become nearly synonymous with wedding engagements, it’s also the
perfect gemstone for individuals who want something that’s just as appropriate for everyday wear as
it is for special occasions.

- The diamond’s unigue physical properties give it the best possible luster of any transparent
gemstone when cut and polished well. A well-cut diamond'’s ability to refract light as both brilliance
and fire means that if you like sparkle, a diamond is the gemstone for you.

+  (Mohs ~7)

See more at: http://www.americangemsociety.org

Bench Tips
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BEZEL PROBLEMS

When bezel setting a cab that has rather sharp corners, have you ever had problems pushing
the metal down at the corners? It's a common problem often causing a wrinkle in your bezel
and a grimace on your face.

In order for a bezel to capture the stone, the top edge of the bezel must be compressed and
become shorter to lay down onto the stone. With a round or oval stone this naturally happens
as you push and burnish the bezel. But when setting a stone with corners, the tendency is to
push the long sides of the bezel down first. No compression occurs along the sides, and all
excess metal is left at the corners. Compressing everything there is difficult. Often the only
way to remove the extra metal at the corner is to make a saw cut and fold the two sides in to
touch.

If you want a smooth bezel all around the corners, the simple solution is to set the corners of
the bezel first. Then push in and burnish the sides. In this way the necessary compression is
distributed along the length of all sides and not forced to occur at the corners. With the
corners set first, the top edge of the bezel can easily be compressed along the sides.

CHEAPER & BETTER PICKLE

Most jewelers use a granular pickle mixed with water. The active ingredient is sodium
bisulfate. This can be purchased online (amazon.com/dp/B084GPS6KR) or from local stores
as a common pool chemical like pH Down used for adjusting the acidity of the water. Check
the list of active ingredients for a brand that is 95% or more sodium bisulfate.

An added benéefit is that the pool chemical is usually more pure in form than what is sold for
jewelry use and does not cause the brown grime often found floating on the top of the pot.

CUTOFF WHEELS
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Cutoff wheels (also called Separating Discs) are inexpensive and do a great job cutting or
shaping steel. You can use them to sharpen tool points, cut piano wire to length, make slots,
and sharpen worn drills. Other uses include modifying pliers and making your own design
stamps.

My preference is the one inch diameter size. Be sure to hold the wheel firmly so nothing
moves to break the disc, and definitely wear your safety glasses. Those are little flakes of
steel coming off the disk.

BTW - Cutoff wheels are not as good at cutting soft metals like copper, silver and gold. They
will work, but soft metals tend to clog up the cutting edges.

DEBURRING JUMP RINGS

When cutting jump rings from large gauge wire for chain making, you'll notice the saw leaves
a small burr. An easy way to remove these is to tumble the rings with some fine-cut pyramids.
It's best not to tumble for a long period because it tends to remove the polished finish from
the wire.

No tumbler, no problem. You don't actually need a tumbler. | just put a handful of pyramids in
a wide mouth plastic jar and shake for a bit. You can find these pyramids in the tumble
finishing section of most jewelry supply catalogs.

See More of my Smart Solutions

for Jewelry Making at
http://amazon.com/dp/BOBQ8YVLT)

Notes
The editor requests news items from any member to be included in the Gritty Greetings.  Deadline
for submissions is the 20" day of the month. Contributions to the newsletter are encouraged. Name
Tags:
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It is great that we feed the pig at our meetings because we don’t have or have lost or forgotten our
nametags to drop a dollar in the pig. The money from the pig goes toward our Scholarship program, and
we really do appreciate every dollar or more. However, if you need a name tag you can purchase them at
the businesses below!

Waco Gem & Mineral Club nametags are available at Print Mart, 202 Deb (behind AutoNation
Chevrolet). Cost with a pin back is $8.00 (with tax $8.66), and with a magnet back is $11.00 (511.91). or at
Award Specialties at 431 Lake Air Dr.

Club Dues:

Annual Waco Gem and Mineral Club dues are $12.00 for an individual membership or $20.00 for a
family membership. Please check with John Hillman if you aren’t sure whether you’ve paid your Dues!

Shop Fees:

Lapidary Workshop fee is $2.00 per hour. Slab Saw fee is an additional $2.00 per hour. Class fees are always
dependent upon class and instructor.

The Waco Gem and Mineral Club is a member of the South-Central Federation of Mineral Societies and
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month
(except July and September) at 10:00 a.m. at the Waco Gem and Mineral Club Clubhouse, 187 South
McLennan Drive in EIm Mott, Texas. The lapidary workshop is in the clubhouse.

Our website is www.wacogemandmineral.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WacoGemAndMineralClub

Club Purpose
*  to bring about a close association of those persons interested in earth science and lapidary arts
* toincrease and disseminate knowledge about rocks, minerals, fossils, Indian artifacts and other geological materials
*  toencourage lapidary art and the collection and exhibition of rocks, minerals, fossils and artifacts
* toconduct field trips, meetings, lectures, displays and an annual show for the edification of the public

* to cooperate with educational and scientific institutions and other groups in increasing knowledge and popular
interest.
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