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Upcoming Events
May 24,25 Fort Worth Gem and Mineral Show, Will Rogers Coliseum
June 7 Club meeting

June 7 Alison Redding Birthday Memorial, with rock and some equipment sale. 1796
Wildcat Circle, Gholson. Come and go as you wish. For more information, call Jim Redding at
254-707-1172.

June 8  Williamson County Gem & Mineral Club, Georgetown, a Paleontologist guest speaker.

June 14,15 Arlington Gem and Mineral Show, Grapevine Civic Center

Our annual show went well, but we had a decrease in attendance from last year. Vendors
reported slower sales than previous years as well.
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Contacts

President Roy Cooper 254-749-9961 Treasurer  John Hillman
coopersfarmstore@yahoo.com hillmanjohn316@gmail.com

Vice-President Scott Halvorson Secretary  Harry Senn
254-424-8829 senn.harry@yahoo.com
Baylordad312@gmail.com

Newsletter  John Langston Website www.wacogemandmineral.org
johnjkbear@aol.com Club email wacogemandmineralclub@gmail.com

June birthstones: Pearl, Alexandrite, Moonstone

Pearls are the only gemstones made by living creatures. Mollusks produce pearls by depositing layers of calcium carbonate

around microscopic irritants that get lodged in their shells, usually not a grain of sand, as commonly believed.

A relatively modern gemstone, alexandrite was discovered in Russian emerald mines located in the Ural Mountains.

Legends claim that it was discovered in 1834 on the same day that future Russian Czar Alexander Il came of age, hence the

name honoring him.

June’s third birthstone, moonstone, was named by the Roman natural historian Pliny, who wrote that moonstone’s
shimmery appearance shifted with the phases of the moon.

Courtesy American Gem Society
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Brads Bench Tips

DRILLING SMALL ITEMS

Small pieces need to be held securely while
drilling to prevent them from spinning if the drill
catches. Having sliced my fingers occasionally
in my younger days, | avoid band-aids now by
using flat-jaw pliers or a ring clamp. Pliers also
save you if the piece gets hot. Put a little tape
over plier jaws if needed to avoid scratches.

DRILLING A STONE

One of the things my students often ask to do is
drill a hole through a piece of gemstone. The
usual thought is to get a diamond drill, but I've
been disappointed with them. | think the reason
is that the tip of the drill is just pivoting in the
hole and fails to cut well. When it looks like the
drill isn’t cutting, the tendency is to push with
more force. The drill gets hot, and the diamond
grit falls off.

A much better approach is to use a core drill.
This is a small hollow tube with a coating of
diamond grit at the business end. The
diamonds easily carve out a circular arc
without undue pressure or heat buildup.

Core drills are readily available from lapidary
and jewelry supply companies. They come in
sizes as small as 1mm and are very reasonable
in price. For instance, a 2mm diameter drill is
about $6.

Chuck the core drill in a drill press, Dremel or
Foredom and be sure to keep the drilling zone
wet to cool the tool and to flush out debris.
Also, if you're drilling a through hole, ease up
on the pressure as the drill is about to cut
through. Otherwise you may chip off some of
the stone surface around the hole.

See More of my Smart Solutions for Jewelry Making Series

http://amazon.com/dp/BOBQS8YVLTJ
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Notes

The editor requests news items from any member to be included in the Gritty Greetings.
Deadline for submissions is the 20" day of the month. Contributions to the newsletter are encouraged.
Name Tags:

Itis great that we feed the pig at our meetings because we don’t have or have lost or forgotten our nametags to
drop a dollar in the pig. The money from the pig goes toward our Scholarship program, and we really do
appreciate every dollar or more. However, if you need a name tag you can purchase them at the businesses
below!

Waco Gem & Mineral Club nametags are available at Print Mart, 202 Deb (behind AutoNation Chevrolet). Cost
with a pin back is $8.00 (with tax $8.66), and with a magnet back is $11.00 ($11.91). or at Award Specialties at
431 Lake Air Dr.

Club Dues:
Annual Waco Gem and Mineral Club dues are $12.00 for an individual membership or $20.00 for a family
membership. Please check with John Hillman if you aren’t sure whether you’ve paid your Dues!

Shop Fees:

Lapidary Workshop fee is $2.00 per hour. Slab Saw fee is an additional $2.00 per hour. Class fees are always
dependent upon class and instructor.

The Waco Gem and Mineral Club is a member of the South-Central Federation of Mineral Societies and the
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month (except
July and September) at 10:00 a.m. at the Waco Gem and Mineral Club Clubhouse, 187 South McLennan Drive in
Elm Mott, Texas. The lapidary workshop is in the clubhouse.

Our website is www.wacogemandmineral.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WacoGemAndMineralClub

Club Purpose
* to bring about a close association of those persons interested in earth science and lapidary arts

* toincrease and disseminate knowledge about rocks, minerals, fossils, Indian artifacts and other geological
materials

*  to encourage lapidary art and the collection and exhibition of rocks, minerals, fossils and artifacts
* to conduct field trips, meetings, lectures, displays and an annual show for the edification of the public

*  to cooperate with educational and scientific institutions and other groups in increasing knowledge and popular
interest.
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