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• Next meeting, working meeting, Saturday, April 26th, at 10 AM 
to plan for the show and pick up signs and materials. 

 

Upcoming Events 

April 25,26,27    Texas Mineral and Fossil Show, Conroe, TX 

May 3,4               Waco Gem and Mineral Show, Waco, TX     Lee Lockwood Library 
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Contacts 

President  Roy Cooper 

254-749-9961 

coopersfarmstore@yahoo.com 

Treasurer John Hillman 

hillmanjohn316@gmail.com 

Vice-President 

 

Scott Halvorson 

254-424-8829 

Baylordad312@gmail.com 

Secretary Harry Senn 

senn.harry@yahoo.com 

Newsletter  

 

John Langston 

johnjkbear@aol.com 

Website 

Club email 

www.wacogemandmineral.org 

wacogemandmineralclub@gmail.com 

 

  

 

Photos from Lake Brownwood State Park field trip 

         

 

Seven intrepid rockhounds braved the inclement weather to travel to Brownwood State Park for the 

field trip on April 5th to collect horn coral fossils.   

 

 

 

C://C:/Users/james/Documents/coopersfarmstore@yahoo.com
http://www.wacogemandmineral.org/
C://C:/Users/james/Documents/wacogemandmineralclub@gmail.com
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Photos from Mr. and Mrs. Roland Brockington residence.           Thank you for your generous donation! 
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May birthstone:  Emerald 

 
 

Emerald’s name is derived from the Greek word smaragdus, meaning “green gem.” 

Like aquamarine, emerald is a variety of beryl, a mineral that grows with six sides and up to a foot 
in length. Emerald color can range from light green (though there is some argument whether 
these very light beryls are truly emeralds) to a deep, rich green. Emeralds are also like aquamarine 
in that the way the color presents itself in jewelry depends on a good cut by a skilled gemologist. 

The deeper or more green an emerald is, the more valuable it is. The rarest emerald gemstones 
will appear to be an intense green-blue color. 

Emerald gems are found all over the world, including Colombia, Brazil, Afghanistan, and Zambia. 
The availability of high-quality emerald is limited; consequently, treatments to improve clarity are 
performed regularly. 

Courtesy American Gem Society 

 
 

Brads Bench Tips 
 
 

TAPERED  REAMERS                        

https://www.americangemsociety.org/search/custom.asp?id=5254
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A tool you don't see often these days is a tapered reamer.  It's not a tool you'll use everyday, but they're 
particularly useful for making an irregular hole round or for enlarging a hole to an exact diameter.  For 
example, the small set in the yellow pouch is for holes in the range of 0.3mm to 2.5mm. They are great for 
sizing a tube to fit a hinge pin.  Other times when I'm drilling a hole for riveting and can't find the exact size 
drill, I simply drill the holes with a slightly smaller bit and enlarge them with a reamer until the wire just fits.   
 
For larger hole sizes in sheet metal up to 14 ga, I really like the reamer with the black handle.  It makes 
quick work of sizing holes from about 3mm to 12mm. You can find them in well-equipped hardware stores. 
 
You may never use the large diameter reamers, but when sawing out some rings from 4mm thick sheet, I 
found they worked well for rounding and sizing the hole. 

 

=============================================== 

 
TORCH GASSES INSIDE THE HOME 

 
It's important to understand the risks in using a torch to make jewelry inside the home. For fuel gasses, my 
preference is to use only the small disposable Propane tanks. That avoids any possible problems with the 
fire marshal, with your landlord, or with your insurance company. Note that you can get an adapter to refill 
these tanks outside from your BBQ propane tank. 
 
For oxygen, I used to use the high pressure tanks, but I don't like the risk of transporting them for refills. My 
gas supplier wouldn't even load them into the car for me because they didn't want the liability. 
 
A better choice is to get an oxygen concentrator. Search the want-ads for a good bargain. Got mine for 
$300. The units put out about 5psi and will run a Smith Little Torch very nicely. No regulator is needed. Look 
for units with under 5-7000 hours of operation. 

 

See More of my Smart Solutions for Jewelry Making Series 

http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ 

Notes 

The editor requests news items from any member to be included in the Gritty Greetings.  

Deadline for submissions is the 20th day of the month.  Contributions to the newsletter are encouraged. 

Name Tags: 

It is great that we feed the pig at our meetings because we don’t have or have lost or forgotten our nametags to 
drop a dollar in the pig. The money from the pig goes toward our Scholarship program, and we really do 
appreciate every dollar or more. However, if you need a name tag you can purchase them at the businesses 
below! 

http://amazon.com/dp/B0BQ8YVLTJ
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Waco Gem & Mineral Club nametags are available at Print Mart, 202 Deb (behind AutoNation Chevrolet).  Cost 
with a pin back is $8.00 (with tax $8.66), and with a magnet back is $11.00 ($11.91). or at Award Specialties at 
431 Lake Air Dr. 

 

 

 

Club Dues: 

Annual Waco Gem and Mineral Club dues are $12.00 for an individual membership or $20.00 for a family 
membership. Please check with John Hillman if you aren’t sure whether you’ve paid your Dues! 

Shop Fees: 

Lapidary Workshop fee is $2.00 per hour. Slab Saw fee is an additional $2.00 per hour. Class fees are always 
dependent upon class and instructor.    

The Waco Gem and Mineral Club is a member of the South-Central Federation of Mineral Societies and the 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month (except 
July and September) at 10:00 a.m. at the Waco Gem and Mineral Club Clubhouse, 187 South McLennan Drive in 
Elm Mott, Texas. The lapidary workshop is in the clubhouse. 

 
Our website is www.wacogemandmineral.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WacoGemAndMineralClub 

 

Club Purpose 

• to bring about a close association of those persons interested in earth science and lapidary arts 

• to increase and disseminate knowledge about rocks, minerals, fossils, Indian artifacts and other geological 

materials 

• to encourage lapidary art and the collection and exhibition of rocks, minerals, fossils and artifacts 

• to conduct field trips, meetings, lectures, displays and an annual show for the edification of the public 

• to cooperate with educational and scientific institutions and other groups in increasing knowledge and popular 

interest. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WacoGemAndMineralClub

