GRITTY GREETINGS

Waco Gem and Mineral Club
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Next meeting, March 1st at clubhouse at 10 AM!

Upcoming Events

March 1,2 Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Show, Robstown, TX
March 15,16  Central Texas Gem and Mineral Show, Abilene, TX
April 18,19,20 Alpine Gem and Mineral Show, Alpine, TX

April 25,26,27 Texas Mineral and Fossil Show, Conroe, TX

May 3,4 Waco Gem and Mineral Show, Waco, TX
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Contacts

President Roy Cooper Treasurer  John Hillman
254-749-9961 hillmanjohn316@gmail.com

coopersfarmstore@yahoo.com

Vice-President Scott Halvorson Secretary  Harry Senn
254-424-8829 senn.harry@yahoo.com

Baylordad312@gmail.com

Newsletter  John Langston Website www.wacogemandmineral.org

johnjkbear@aol.com Club email wacogemandmineralclub@gmail.com

2025.02.01 Minutes for February 1
CALL TO ORDER - President Roy Cooper called the meeting to order 10:07 am.
INTRODUCE AND WELCOME VISITORS

APPROVE: Bob moved and John Hillman second to accept the minutes of previous meeting as published in Gritty
Greetings. Motion passed.

TREASURERS REPORT —John Hillman did a wonderful job presenting the Treasurers Report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. PROGRAM COMMITTEE
March 01 meeting: we will show “Forged in Fire” Season 5 Episode 12 which features our member, Jim McGuinn
of Jim McGuinn Knives.

FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE — Maybe schedule a Horn Coral trip to Brownwood. Possibly this collection of horn coral
samples could be used as a giveaway promotion to local schools to promote our club. Possibly schedule this for April
52at 9:00 am.

B. SHOW COMMITTEE — The venue, Lee Lockwood Museum Waco, has already been booked for 2026.
The Show Committee is wanting to increase the charge per table to $55 for 6 ft table and $75 for 8 ft table. A
member suggested a figure of “$10 per foot” price.

Also, because of the difficulty and congestion of having one elevator between street level and show-floor
level when moving in on Friday and moving out on Sunday, we might want to tell vendors to use only venue
tables.
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Also, the ramp used last Show is a possible safety concern, and we may not want to use it this Show.

OLD BUSINESS — Discussion about our change in meeting location and time: The Genealogy Library on Bosque, or
Library downtown are possible locations. But our existing location is convenient plus it has equipment. Maybe there
are alternate locations for our meetings. This discussion will be tabled for now.

NEW BUSINESS

1.

Roland Brockington of Whitney has equipment he is donating. (See Scott for more information). But we
must go there to pick it up. We will need a crew with pick up(s) and trailer(s).

We have a Card to sign for Jim on the passing of Alison. Also, there will be a Memorial for her at Jim’s place
on June 7, her birthday, and he will also have stuff to sell. More information later.

Texas Through Time Museum, Hillsboro, is performing a wooly mammoth excavation in Italy, Texas. Andre,
the director could use help in the dig.

As a possible field trip, there is the Mammoth Museum in China Spring.

John Hillman said the club received a letter from Schurtz of the South Central Federation of Mineral
Societies thanking us for our donation to the scholarship fund.

The 6-inch grinding wheels in our workshop need to be replaced. Bob Boyd and John Hillman are tasked
with replacing them, and Kenny Aydt will help with shopping for them.

ADJOURN - the meeting was adjourned at 11:14 am.

PROGRAM: The program was a presentation of the Bisbee Mines given by Bob Boyd

March birthstones: Aquamarine, Bloodstone
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The serenely colored aquamarine invokes the tranquility of its namesake, the sea. In fact, the name aquamarine
is derived from the Latin word aqua, meaning water, and marina, meaning the sea. This gemstone was once
believed to protect sailors, as well as to guarantee a safe voyage. The serene blue of aguamarine gems was
said to cool the temper, allowing the wearer to remain calm and levelheaded. In the Middle Ages, many believed
that the simple act of wearing an aquamarine stone was a literal antidote to poisoning. The Romans believed
that if you carved a frog into a piece of aquamarine jewelry, it would help to reconcile differences between
enemies and make new friends. Still, other historical groups took this lore even further, using aquamarine jewelry
as gifts to the bride at a wedding to symbolize long unity and love. Some even believed it could re-awaken love
between two people. The Sumerians, Egyptians, and Hebrews all admired aquamarine gemstones, and many
warriors would wear it into battle to bring about victory. Many ancient medicines used powder made from
aquamarine to help cure all manner of infection, but it was thought to be particularly good for eye ailments.

The second birthstone for March is bloodstone, a dark-green gemstone flecked with vivid red spots of iron
oxide. Generally found embedded in rocks or in riverbeds as pebbles, primary sources for this gemstone are
India, Brazil, and Australia. This ancient gemstone was used by the Babylonians to make seals and amulets, and
was believed to have healing powers, especially for blood disorders. It is sometimes called the "martyr's stone",
as legend tells that it was created when drops of Christ's blood stained jasper at the foot of the cross. Many
other ancient cultures believed bloodstone gems had magical powers, with some references to its ability to heal
dating back to 5000 BC. The Babylonians used bloodstone in their divination, and the Egyptians prized
bloodstone because they believed it helped them to defeat their enemies. They also believed it increased their
strength or made them invisible. Still, others believed that bloodstone could help control or change the weather,
win legal battles or give the gift of prophecy. It was so loved for its properties, many used the gemstone in
jewelry, signet rings, and even small cups or statues.

Courtesy American Gem Society

Notes

The editor requests news items from any member to be included in the Gritty Greetings.
Deadline for submissions is the 20" day of the month. Contributions to the newsletter are encouraged.
Name Tags:

It is great that we feed the pig at our meetings because we don’t have or have lost or forgotten our nametags to
drop a dollar in the pig. The money from the pig goes toward our Scholarship program, and we really do
appreciate every dollar or more. However, if you need a name tag you can purchase them at the businesses
below!
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Waco Gem & Mineral Club nametags are available at Print Mart, 202 Deb (behind AutoNation Chevrolet). Cost
with a pin back is $8.00 (with tax $8.66), and with a magnet back is $11.00 ($11.91). or at Award Specialties at
431 Lake Air Dr.

Club Dues:

Annual Waco Gem and Mineral Club dues are $12.00 for an individual membership or $20.00 for a family
membership. Please check with John Hillman if you aren’t sure whether you’ve paid your Dues!

Shop Fees:

Lapidary Workshop fee is $2.00 per hour. Slab Saw fee is an additional $2.00 per hour. Class fees are always
dependent upon class and instructor.

The Waco Gem and Mineral Club is a member of the South-Central Federation of Mineral Societies and the
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month (except
July and September) at 10:00 a.m. at the Waco Gem and Mineral Club Clubhouse, 187 South McLennan Drive in
Elm Mott, Texas. The lapidary workshop is in the clubhouse.

Our website is www.wacogemandmineral.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WacoGemAndMineralClub

Club Purpose

e to bring about a close association of those persons interested in earth science and lapidary arts

e to increase and disseminate knowledge about rocks, minerals, fossils, Indian artifacts and other geological
materials

e to encourage lapidary art and the collection and exhibition of rocks, minerals, fossils and artifacts
e toconduct field trips, meetings, lectures, displays and an annual show for the edification of the public

e to cooperate with educational and scientific institutions and other groups in increasing knowledge and popular
interest.
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