GRITTY GREETINGS
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Next meeting, February 1st at clubhouse at 10 AM!

Upcoming Events

Jan 24, 25,26 East Texas Gem and Mineral Show, Tyler, TX
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Contacts

President Roy Cooper Treasurer  John Hillman
254-749-9961 hillmanjohn316@gmail.com

coopersfarmstore@yahoo.com

Vice-President Scott Halvorson Secretary  Harry Senn
254-424-8829 senn.harry@yahoo.com

Baylordad312@gmail.com

Newsletter  John Langston Website www.wacogemandmineral.org

johnjkbear@aol.com Club email wacogemandmineralclub@gmail.com

2025.01.04 Minutes for January 4

CALL TO ORDER — Scott, in the place of President Cooper, called the meeting to order at 10:08 am.

INTRODUCE AND WELCOME VISITORS

The minutes of previous meeting as published in Gritty Greetings were approved.

TREASURERS REPORT —John Hillman did a wonderful job presenting the Treasurers Report.

He also reminded the group that the 2025 dues are due.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Harry will give the program for today.

Bob will talk about the Bisbee mines in February.
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NEW BUSINESS
Scott introduced a topic to be discussed next meeting on changes to the monthly club meetings.
Ideas were: maybe changing meeting to a week night (eg. Monday or Tuesday night)
Location: maybe the Public Library at 1717 Austin Ave. Bob mentioned the genealogy library at 5301 Bosque.
A central-Waco location may be better access to Club Meeting attendees.

The meeting location should be a no-cost fee location.
ADJOURN - the meeting was adjourned at 10:21 am.

PROGRAM: The program was given by Harry Senn on “The Making of Steel” with emphasis on the internal crystal
and grain growth.

February birthstone: Amethyst

Amethyst is purple quartz and is a beautiful blend of violet and red that can be found in every
corner of the world. The name comes from the Ancient Greek, derived from the

word methustos, which means “intoxicated.” Ancient wearers believed the gemstone could
protect them from drunkenness. Amethyst, as previously mentioned, is composed of quartz,
which is the second most abundant material found in Earth’s crust. Amethyst gets its color
from irradiation, iron impurities, and the presence of trace elements. Its hardness—a 7 on the
Mohs scale—is the same as other quartz, which makes it a durable and lasting option for
jewelry.
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While amethyst is most commonly recognized to be a purple color, the gemstone can range
from a light pinkish violet to a deep purple that can read more blue or red, depending on the

light. Sometimes the same stone can have layers or color variants, so the way the gemstone
is cut is important to the way the color shows in a finished piece.

Amethyst often occurs in geodes or in the cavities of granitic rocks. It can be found all over
the world, including the United States, Canada, Brazil, and Zambia.

The amethyst is not only the February birthstone, it is also used to celebrate the sixth and
17th years of marriage.

- See more at: http://www.americangemsociety.org/

Notes

The editor requests news items from any member to be included in the Gritty Greetings.
Deadline for submissions is the 20" day of the month. Contributions to the newsletter are encouraged.

Name Tags:

It is great that we feed the pig at our meetings because we don’t have or have lost or forgotten our nametags to
drop a dollar in the pig. The money from the pig goes toward our Scholarship program, and we really do
appreciate every dollar or more. However, if you need a name tag you can purchase them at the businesses
below!

Waco Gem & Mineral Club nametags are available at Print Mart, 202 Deb (behind AutoNation Chevrolet). Cost
with a pin back is $8.00 (with tax $8.66), and with a magnet back is $11.00 ($11.91). or at Award Specialties at
431 Lake Air Dr.
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Club Dues:

Annual Waco Gem and Mineral Club dues are $12.00 for an individual membership or $20.00 for a family
membership. Please check with John Hillman if you aren’t sure whether you’ve paid your Dues!

Shop Fees:

Lapidary Workshop fee is $2.00 per hour. Slab Saw fee is an additional $2.00 per hour. Class fees are always
dependent upon class and instructor.

The Waco Gem and Mineral Club is a member of the South-Central Federation of Mineral Societies and the
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month (except
July and September) at 10:00 a.m. at the Waco Gem and Mineral Club Clubhouse, 187 South McLennan Drive in
Elm Mott, Texas. The lapidary workshop is in the clubhouse.

Our website is www.wacogemandmineral.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WacoGemAndMineralClub

Club Purpose
e to bring about a close association of those persons interested in earth science and lapidary arts

e to increase and disseminate knowledge about rocks, minerals, fossils, Indian artifacts and other geological
materials

e to encourage lapidary art and the collection and exhibition of rocks, minerals, fossils and artifacts
e to conduct field trips, meetings, lectures, displays and an annual show for the edification of the public

e to cooperate with educational and scientific institutions and other groups in increasing knowledge and popular
interest.
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