GRITTY GREETINGS

Waco Gem and Mineral Club
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Next meeting, January 4th at clubhouse at 11 AM!
Upcoming Events

Jan 18, 19 Fredricksburg Rockhounds Show, Fredricksburg, TX
Jan 24, 25,26 East Texas Gem and Mineral Show, Tyler, TX

The Waco Gem and Mineral Club wants to wish you all a

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!

Contacts
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President Roy Cooper Treasurer  John Hillman
254-749-9961 hillmanjohn316@gmail.com

coopersfarmstore@yahoo.com

Vice-President Scott Halvorson Secretary  Harry Senn
254-424-8829 senn.harry@yahoo.com

Baylordad312@gmail.com

Newsletter  John Langston Website www.wacogemandmineral.org

johnjkbear@aol.com Club email wacogemandmineralclub@gmail.com

2024.11.02 Minutes for December 7
CALL TO ORDER — President Roy Cooper called the meeting to order 11:15 am.
TREASURERS REPORT —John Tillman gave the Treasurers Report.
Starting January — February 2025 we will start collecting from Show vendors.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. PROGRAM COMMITTEE

1. January— Harry will present “The Making of Steel”

2. February —Bob will present “Bisbee Mines”

3. March we will show Jim’s “Forged in Fire” episode (Season 5, Episode 12)
OLD BUSINESS

Report of Repairs: Flapper valve replaced in toilet tank. Sink faucets were replaced.
A big Thank You to those who participated in the Nov. 16 cleanup and for setup for Christmas Party.

The Annual Show will be the first weekend in May.

ADJOURN — because this was the time for eating, and Roy was hungry, the meeting was adjourned around 11:25 am.

PROGRAM: The meal was very delicious. Because this was our Annual Christmas Party none of the calories applied.

Then we had a very delightful Gift Exchange.
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The Waco Gem and Mineral Club wants to wish you all a
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!

January birthstone: Garnet

The word “garnet” comes from the 14th century Middle English word gernet, meaning
“dark red.” The word is derived from Latin granatum, which means “seed,” and is called
so because of the gemstone’s resemblance to the beautifully red seeds of the
pomegranate.

Garnet is the name of a group of minerals that comes in a rainbow of colors, from the deep red of the pyrope garnet
to the vibrant green of tsavorites. Some rare garnets are even blue, colorless, or—most rare of all—change colors in
different lights. But the most common garnet color is a beautiful range of reds, from rust colored to deep violet red.

The garnet is a very durable gemstone (6.5-7.5 on the Mohs scale) found all over the world, including Wyoming,
Czech Republic, Greece, Russia, Tanzania, Madagascar, Sri Lanka, and India. Mandarin Spessartite Garnets, also
known as Mandarin garnets, are considered to be the most rare and expensive of all garnet gemstones.

The folklore on garnet is extensive. Legend has it that the garnet can bring peace, prosperity, and good health to the
home. Some even called it the “Gem of Faith,” and it’s believed that to those who wear it and do good, more good
will come. (Conversely, it was also said to bring very bad fortune to those who commit bad acts while wearing it.)

The garnet also symbolized deep and lasting friendship. With that legend in mind, give garnet jewelry to someone
whose friendship you deeply value.

No matter why or how you wear garnet, this beautiful gemstone is perfect for those who share January birthdays
and want to start each New Year with a sense of goodwill, happiness, and purpose.

- See more at: http://www.americangemsociety.org/
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Brad’s Tips - Cutting a bolt

Whenever you have to cut a threaded bolt shorter, it's often difficult to get the nut to thread back
onto it. And the smaller the bolt, the more difficult it is to restore any distorted threads. The
problem is easily solved with the use of a nut. Here's how | do it.

First, screw a nut onto the bolt before cutting it. Grip the bolt by the threaded section that is to be
sawed off. Then saw the bolt to the desired length, taper the end with sandpaper or file, and
unscrew the nut from the bolt.

Unscrewing the nut over the freshly cut end of the bolt will straighten out any damage that sawing
and filing did to the threads. Gripping the bolt by the piece to be sawed off localizes any crushing
damage to the piece that will be thrown away.
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DEPTH GAUGE FOR DRILLING

Sometimes you need to drill a number of holes all to the same depth. One quick and easy way to
do this is to wind some tape around the drill bit so that the tape just touches the part surface when
the hole is deep enough.

You can set the depth either by measuring from the tip of the drill to the tape or by drilling to the
correct depth, leaving the bit in the hole, and wrapping tape around the bit at the surface level.

Note that a little extra tape left free on the end will blow away debris from the drilling.
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Notes

The editor requests news items from any member to be included in the Gritty Greetings.
Deadline for submissions is the 20" day of the month. Contributions to the newsletter are encouraged.
Name Tags:

It is great that we feed the pig at our meetings because we don’t have or have lost or forgotten our nametags to
drop a dollar in the pig. The money from the pig goes toward our Scholarship program, and we really do
appreciate every dollar or more. However, if you need a name tag you can purchase them at the businesses
below!

Waco Gem & Mineral Club nametags are available at Print Mart, 202 Deb (behind AutoNation Chevrolet). Cost
with a pin back is $8.00 (with tax $8.66), and with a magnet back is $11.00 (511.91). or at Award Specialties at
431 Lake Air Dr.

Club Dues:

Annual Waco Gem and Mineral Club dues are $12.00 for an individual membership or $20.00 for a family
membership. Please check with John Hillman if you aren’t sure whether you’ve paid your Dues!

Shop Fees:

Lapidary Workshop fee is $2.00 per hour. Slab Saw fee is an additional $2.00 per hour. Class fees are always
dependent upon class and instructor.

The Waco Gem and Mineral Club is a member of the South-Central Federation of Mineral Societies and the
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month (except
July and September) at 10:00 a.m. at the Waco Gem and Mineral Club Clubhouse, 187 South McLennan Drive in
Elm Mott, Texas. The lapidary workshop is in the clubhouse.

Our website is www.wacogemandmineral.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WacoGemAndMineralClub

Club Purpose

e to bring about a close association of those persons interested in earth science and lapidary arts

e to increase and disseminate knowledge about rocks, minerals, fossils, Indian artifacts and other geological
materials

e to encourage lapidary art and the collection and exhibition of rocks, minerals, fossils and artifacts
e to conduct field trips, meetings, lectures, displays and an annual show for the edification of the public

e to cooperate with educational and scientific institutions and other groups in increasing knowledge and popular
interest.
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